//

)/ —

A\

A\

I

Christmas Bible Reading Plan



DAY 1:

The Word Became Flesh

JOHN 1:1—18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing made that was
made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness

comprehended it not.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all men through him might believe. He was not
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the
world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.

John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he
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of whom [ spake, he that cometh after me is preferred
before me: for he was before me. And of his fulness
have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ. No man hath seen God at any time, the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he

hath declared him.
GALATIANS 4:4—5

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law, that we might

receive the adoption of sons.
DEUTERONOMY 18:15—18

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me;
unto him ye shall hearken; according to all that thou
desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of
the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice
of the Lord my God, neither let me see this great fire
any more, that I die not. And the Lord said unto me,
They have well spoken that which they have spoken. I
will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren,
like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and
he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.
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DAY 2:

The Birth of Jesus is Foretold to Mary

LUKE 1:26—38

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to
a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.
And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou
that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women. And when she saw him, she
was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said
unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall
be no end.

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and
said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy
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cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her
old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was
called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.
And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it
unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed

from her.
ISATAH 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his

name Immanuel.

DAY 3:
The Birth of John the Baptist is Foretold

to Zacharias
LUKE 1:5—25

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a
certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia:
and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous
before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless. And they had no
child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both
were now well stricken in years. And it came to pass,
that while he executed the priest’s office before God

in the order of his course, according to the custom
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of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when
he went into the temple of the Lord. And the whole
multitude of the people were praying without at the
time of incense. And there appeared unto him an angel
of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled,
and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him,
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call
his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness;
and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great
in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. And many of the
children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.
And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.

And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall
I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife well
stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto
him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God;
and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these
glad tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not
able to speak, until the day that these things shall be

performed, because thou believest not my words, which
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shall be fulfilled in their season.

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that
he tarried so long in the temple. And when he came
out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived
that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned
unto them, and remained speechless. And it came to
pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were

accomplished, he departed to his own house.

And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and
hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord
dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to

take away my reproach among men.
MALACHI 4:5

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord:

DAY 4:

Mary Visits Elizabeth, the Mother of
John

LUKE 1:39—56

And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill
country with haste, into a city of Judah; And entered
into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. And

it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation
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of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth
was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with
a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is
this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come
to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation
sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for
joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a

performance of those things which were told her from

the Lord.
And Mary said,

My soul doth magnify the Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things;
and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him from
generation to generation.

He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their
hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree.

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and
the rich he hath sent empty away.
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He hath helped his servant Israel, in remembrance
of his mercy;
As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his
seed for ever.

And Mary abode with her about three months, and
returned to her own house.

1 SAMUEL 2:1—10
And Hannah prayed, and said,

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is
exalted in the Lord: my mouth is enlarged over
mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation.
There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none
beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God.
Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not
arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Lord
is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are
weighed.

The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they
that stumbled are girded with strength.

They that were full have hired out themselves for
bread; and they that were hungry ceased: so that
the barren hath born seven; and she that hath
many children is waxed feeble.

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth
down to the grave, and bringeth up.

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: he
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bringeth low, and lifteth up.

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them
among princes, and to make them inherit the
throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the
Lord’s, and he hath set the world upon them.

He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked
shall be silent in darkness; for by strength shall no
man prevail.

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to
pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them:
the Lord shall judge the ends of the earth; and he
shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn

of his anointed.

DAY 5:

John the Baptist is Born
LUKE 1:57—80

Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be
delivered; and she brought forth a son. And her
neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had
shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.
And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came
to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias,

after the name of his father. And his mother answered

and said, Not so; but he shall be called John. And they
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said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called
by this name. And they made signs to his father, how
he would have him called. And he asked for a writing
table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they
marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immediately,

and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.

And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and
all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the
hill country of Judea. And all they that heard them laid
them up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child
shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.

And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost,
and prophesied, saying,

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath
visited and redeemed his people,

And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in
the house of his servant David;

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets,
which have been since the world began:

That we should be saved from our enemies, and
from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and
to remember his holy covenant;

The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,
That he would grant unto us, that we being

delivered out of the hand of our enemies might
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serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, all the

days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by
the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the
dayspring from on high hath visited us,

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace.

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was
in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.

MALACHI 4:5-6

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: And
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and
the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse.

DAY 6:

An Angel Appears to Joseph
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MATTHEW 1:18—25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and
not willing to make her a public example, was minded
to put her away privily. But while he thought on these
things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for
he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall
call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is,
God with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did
as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto
him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought

forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.
GENESIS 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
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DAY 7:
The Ancestors of Jesus, Part 1

MATTHEW 1:1—17

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac;
and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his
brethren; And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar;
and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; And
Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson;
and Naasson begat Salmon; And Salmon begat Booz
of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed
begat Jesse; And Jesse begat David the king; and David
the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of
Urias; And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat
Abia; and Abia begat Asa; And Asa begat Josaphat; and
Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; And
Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and
Achaz begat Ezekias; And Ezekias begat Manasses; and
Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; And
Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time
they were carried away to Babylon: And after they were
brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and
Salathiel begat Zorobabel; And Zorobabel begat Abiud;
and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; And
Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim
begat Eliud; And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat
Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; And Jacob begat
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Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus,
who is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying
away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from
the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen

generations.
GENESIS 22:18

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

DAY 8:
The Ancestors of Jesus, Part 2

LUKE 3:23—38

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age,
being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was
the son of Heli, which was the son of Matthat, which
was the son of Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which
was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph,
which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of
Amos, which was the son of Naum, which was the son
of Esli, which was the son of Nagge, which was the son
of Maath, which was the son of Mattathias, which was

the son of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which
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was the son of Juda, which was the son of Joanna, which
was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of Zorobabel,
which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of
Neri, which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of
Addi, which was the son of Cosam, which was the son of
Elmodam, which was the son of Er, which was the son
of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, which was the son
of Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was the
son of Levi, which was the son of Simeon, which was
the son of Juda, which was the son of Joseph, which was
the son of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim, which
was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan,
which was the son of Mattatha, which was the son of
Nathan, which was the son of David, which was the
son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was the
son of Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was
the son of Naasson, which was the son of Aminadab,
which was the son of Aram, which was the son of Esrom,
which was the son of Phares, which was the son of Juda,
which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac,
which was the son of Abraham, which was the son of
Thara, which was the son of Nachor, which was the son
of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the
son of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was
the son of Sala, which was the son of Cainan, which was
the son of Arphaxad, which was the son of Sem, which
was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech,

which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of
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Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was the son
of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, which was
the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was
the son of Adam, which was the son of God.

DAY 9:
Jesus is Born in Bethlehem

LUKE 2:1—7

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius
was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because

there was no room for them in the inn.
MICAH 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
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though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah,

yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is
to be ruler in Israel;

whose goings forth have been from of old, from

everlasting.

DAY 10:

Shepherds Visit Jesus

LUKE 2:8—20

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will

toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from
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them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another,
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary,
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when
they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child. And all they
that heard it wondered at those things which were told
them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things,
and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

JUDGES 6:22—23

And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of
the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God! for because
I have seen an angel of the Lord face to face. And the
Lord said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou

shalt not die.

DAY 11:
Mary and Joseph Bring Jesus to the

Temple
LUKE 2:21—40
And when eight days were accomplished for the

circumcising of the child, his name was called Jesus,
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which was so named of the angel before he was conceived
in the womb. And when the days of her purification
according to the law of Moses were accomplished,
they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the
Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every
male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which
is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons. And, behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man
was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was
revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should
not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And
he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after

the custom of the law, then took he him up in his arms,

and blessed God, and said,

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy
people Israel.

And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things
which were spoken of him. And Simeon blessed them,
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and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set
for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a
sign which shall be spoken against; (yea, a sword shall
pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of

many hearts may be revealed.

And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and
had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;
And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years,
which departed not from the temple, but served God
with fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming
in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and
spake of him to all them that looked for redemption
in Jerusalem. And when they had performed all things
according to the law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. And the child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the

grace of God was upon him.

DAY 12:
Visitors Arrive from Eastern Lands

MATTHEW 2:1—12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise

men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he
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that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star
in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod
the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all
the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born. And
they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it
is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, art not the least among the princes of
Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall

rule my people Israel.

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.
And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have
found him, bring me word again, that I may come and

worship him also.

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo,
the star, which they saw in the east, went before them,
till it came and stood over where the young child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy. And when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts;
gold, and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned
of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod,
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they departed into their own country another way.
ISAIAH 60:6

The multitude of camels shall cover thee,

the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;

all they from Sheba shall come:

they shall bring gold and incense;

and they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord.

DAY 13:

The Escape to Egypt
MATTHEW 2:13—18

And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod
will seek the young child to destroy him. When he arose,
he took the young child and his mother by night, and
departed into Egypt: And was there until the death of
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of
the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I

called my son.

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the
wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew
all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the
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coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according
to the time which he had diligently inquired of the
wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice
heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be

comforted, because they are not.
HOSEA 11:1

When Israel was a child, then I loved him,
and called my son out of Egypt.

DAY 14:
The Return to Nazareth

MATTHEW 2:19—23

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise,
and take the young child and his mother, and go into
the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the
young child’s life. And he arose, and took the young
child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.
But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea
in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a
dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: And he
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might
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be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall

be called a Nazarene.

ISATAH 49:7

Thus saith the Lord,

the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One,
to him whom man despiseth,

to him whom the nation abhorreth,

to a servant of rulers,

Kings shall see and arise,

princes also shall worship,

because of the Lord that is faithful,

and the Holy One of Israel,

and he shall choose thee.

DAY 15:

Jesus Speaks with the Religious Teachers
LUKE 2:41—52

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the
feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years old,
they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.
And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned,
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph
and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him
to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and

they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.
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And when they found him not, they turned back again
to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that
after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking
them questions. And all that heard him were astonished
at his understanding and answers. And when they saw
him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him,
Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy
father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said
unto them, How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not
that I must be about my Father’s business? And they
understood not the saying which he spake unto them.
And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth,
and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these
sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and

stature, and in favour with God and man.
PSAILM 119:99—100

I have more understanding than all my teachers:
for thy testimonies are my meditation.
I understand more than the ancients,

because I keep thy precepts.

DAY 16:

John the Baptist Exalts Jesus

JOHN 3:22—26

Christmas Bible Reading Plan 26



After these things came Jesus and his disciples into
the land of Judea; and there he tarried with them, and
baptized. And John also was baptizing in Aenon near
to Salim, because there was much water there: and they
came, and were baptized. For John was not yet cast into

prison.

Then there arose a question between some of John’s
disciples and the Jews about purifying. And they came
unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with
thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness,

behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.
ISAIAH 40:3

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

DAY 17:

Jesus Claims to be God

JOHN 5:16—30

And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought
to slay him, because he had done these things on the
sabbath day. But Jesus answered them, My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought
the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the
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sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making
himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for
what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son
likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth
him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him
greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the
Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even
so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto
the Son: That all men should honour the Son, even as
they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour
is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given
to the Son to have life in himself; And hath given him
authority to execute judgment also, because he is the
Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,

unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of mine own
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self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of
the Father which hath sent me.

JOHN 8:48—59

Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we
not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?
Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my
Father, and ye do dishonour me. And I seek not mine
own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall

never see death.

Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou
hastadevil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou
sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of
death. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which
is dead? And the prophets are dead: Whom makest thou
thyself? Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour
is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom
ye say, that he is your God: Yet ye have not known him;
but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I
shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep
his saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day:
and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto
him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen
Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto

you, Before Abraham was, I am.
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Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid
himself, and went out of the temple, going through the
midst of them, and so passed by.

1 KINGS 17:17—24

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of
the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.
And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee,
O thou man of God? Art thou come unto me to call my
sin to remembrance, and to slay my son? And he said
unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her
bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode,
and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the
Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought
evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying
her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three
times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my
God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him
again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the
soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.
And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out
of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto
his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And the
woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou
art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy
mouth is truth.
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DAY 18:

Jesus Eases John the Baptist’'s Doubts
MATTHEW 11:2—15

Now when John had heard in the prison the works of
Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said unto him,
Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?
Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John
again those things which ye do hear and see: The blind
receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed

is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the
multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?
But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in
soft raiment? Behold, they that wear soft clothing are
in kings’ houses. But what went ye out for to see? A
prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.
For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send
my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy
way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them
that are born of women there hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least

in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from
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the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by
force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until
John. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for
to come. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

ISATAH 35:5

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

ISATAH 61:1

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me;

because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek;

he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to them that are

bound;

DAY 19:

The Transfiguration

MATTHEW 17:1—13

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his
brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain
apart, and was transfigured before them: and his face

did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the

Christmas Bible Reading Plan 32



light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses
and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and
said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if
thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he
yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them:
and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched
them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus
only. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus
charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until

the Son of man be risen again from the dead.

And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the
scribes that Elias must first come? And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and
restore all things. But I say unto you, That Elias is come
already, and they knew him not, but have done unto
him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son
of man suffer of them. Then the disciples understood
that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.

ISAIAH 6:5

Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone; because  am a

man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
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of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the

Lord of hosts.
EZEKIEL 1:28

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in
the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness
round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of
the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell upon my

face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.

DAY 20:

Jesus, the Good Shepherd

JOHN 10:1—21

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by
the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that
entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To
him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice:
and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them
out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth
before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know
his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will

flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood
not what things they were which he spake unto them.
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Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came
before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did
not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find
pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I am
the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf
catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling
fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and
am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so
know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Therefore
doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life,
that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me,
but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it again. This commandment

have I received of my Father.

There was a division therefore again among the Jews for
these sayings. And many of them said, He hath a devil,
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and is mad; why hear ye him? Others said, These are not
the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the
eyes of the blind?

ISAIAH 40:11

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd:
he shall gather the lambs with his arm,
and carry them in his bosom,

and shall gently lead those that are with young,.
PSALM 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul:

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies:

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life:

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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DAY 21:

Jesus Blesses the Children

LUKE 18:15—17

And they brought unto him also infants, that he would
touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked
them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you,
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a

little child shall in no wise enter therein.
Psalm 34:11

Come, ye children, hearken unto me:
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

PSAIM 103:13

Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.

DAY 22:

Jesus Predicts His Death, Part 1

MATTHEW 20:17—19

And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples
apart in the way, and said unto them, Behold, we go

up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed
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unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to
the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify

him: and the third day he shall rise again.
MARK 10:32—34

And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and
Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and
as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again
the twelve, and began to tell them what things should
happen unto him, saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem;
and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief
priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn
him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: And
they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall
spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he

shall rise again.
ISAIAH 53:1—7

Who hath believed our report?

And to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of a dry ground:

he hath no form nor comeliness;

and when we shall see him,

there is no beauty that we should desire him.

He is despised and rejected of men;

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
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and we hid as it were our faces from him;

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he hath borne our griefs,

and carried our sorrows:

yet we did esteem him stricken,

smitten of God, and afficted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities:

the chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

yet he opened not his mouth:

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,

and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,

so he openeth not his mouth.

DAY 23:

Jesus Predicts His Death, Part 2

LUKE 18:31—34

Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them,
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are

written by the prophets concerning the Son of man
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shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated,
and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put
him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. And
they understood none of these things: and this saying
was hid from them, neither knew they the things which

were spoken.
JOHN 12:20—33

And there were certain Greeks among them that came
up to worship at the feast: The same came therefore to
Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired
him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh and

telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.

And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that
the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life
eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and
where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man

serve me, him will my Father honour.

Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father,
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto
this hour. Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a

voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and
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will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood
by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An
angel spake to him. Jesus answered and said, This voice
came not because of me, but for your sakes. Now is
the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this
world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,

will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what

death he should die.
ISAIAH 53:8—12

He was taken from prison and from judgment:
and who shall declare his generation?

For he was cut off out of the land of the living:

for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
And he made his grave with the wicked,

and with the rich in his death;

because he had done no violence,

neither was any deceit in his mouth.

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him;

he hath put him to grief:

when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin,
he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days,

and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand.

He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be
satisfied:

by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
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many;
for he shall bear their iniquities.

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he hath poured out his soul unto death:
and he was numbered with the transgressors;

and he bare the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors.

DAY 24:

Most of the People Do Not Believe Jesus

JOHN 12:37—43

But though he had done so many miracles before them,
yet they believed not on him: That the saying of Esaias
the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord,
who hath believed our report? And to whom hath the
arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not
believe, because that Esaias said again, he hath blinded
their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should
not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart,
and be converted, and I should heal them. These things

said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.

Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed
on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess

him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For
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they loved the praise of men more than the praise of

God.
ZECHARIAH 12:10

And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for

him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

Day 25:
Resurrection, Ascension, and Invitation
of Jesus

LUKE 24

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the
spices which they had prepared, and certain others with
them. And they found the stone rolled away from the
sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body
of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much
perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them
in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed
down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why
seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but

is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was
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yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man must be delivered
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the
third day rise again. And they remembered his words,
and returned from the sepulchre, and told all these
things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary
Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James,
and other women that were with them, which told
these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed
to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. Then
arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping
down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and
departed, wondering in himself at that which was come
to pass. And, behold, two of them went that same day
to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem
about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of
all these things which had happened. And it came to
pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned,
Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their
eyes were holden that they should not know him. And
he said unto them, What manner of communications
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and
are sad? And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas,
answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are
come to pass there in these days? And he said unto them,
What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus
of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people: And how the chief
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priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned
to death, and have crucified him. But we trusted that
it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and
beside all this, to day is the third day since these things
were done. Yea, and certain women also of our company
made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre;
And when they found not his body, they came, saying,
that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said
that he was alive. And certain of them which were with
us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the
women had said: but him they saw not. Then he said
unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded

unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning

himself.

And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went:
and he made as though he would have gone further. But
they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is
toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went
in to tarry with them. And it came to pass, as he sat
at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and
brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened,
and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.
And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while
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he opened to us the scriptures? And they rose up the
same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them,
saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to
Simon. And they told what things were done in the way,

and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst
of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But
they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that
they had seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are
ye troubled? And why do thoughts arise in your hearts?
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have. And when he had thus spoken, he shewed
them his hands and his feet. And while they yet believed
not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye
here any meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled
fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did
eat before them. And he said unto them, These are the
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me. Then opened he their understanding,
that they might understand the scriptures, and said
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

And that repentance and remission of sins should be

Christmas Bible Reading Plan 46



preached in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And,
behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with

power from on high.

And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted
up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass,
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and
carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: And were
continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.

Amen.
JOHN 3:13—17

And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which
is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the

world; but that the world through him might be saved.
PSALM 16:10

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
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neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see

corruption.
NUMBERS 21:6—9

And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and
they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against
thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the
Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set
it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole,
and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man,

when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
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