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The term ‘Advent’ originates from Latin and means “coming;” X

as its purpose is to look forward to the coming of Christ to
Earth. Advent spans the four Sundays before Christmas Day. It
has been a season that centers upon waiting gracefully for the
gift of Jesus.” Therefore, “Advent means something new is com-
ing. The dawn of a new and better era. This is really what the
Christmas season is all about, isn’t it? It’s the celebration of the
ADVENT of a new era. God broke into time and space and en-
tered our world.”

- Daniel Darling, “What Advent Is and Why We Should Cele-
brate”

In prayer, we can access God’s world and ask Him to ready our
hearts the way He prepared all of history to receive the gift
of His Son. Not only is Advent a precious time to rest and find
peace, it is a time to repent and remember the gift of salvation.
Ask the Father to use this time during Advent to leave behind
the distress and to fill your life with hope, peace, joy, and love.
We’'ve assembled these Advent prayers from throughout our
archives to help you ensure there’s “room at the inn” of your

¥ heart this year!

o %k

**

*

x

Bible Study Tools



*

X
x Advent Week 1

Father God, every word in scripture points to the gift of hope that

we have because of Christ Jesus. The Christmas story wasn’t the be-
ginning of that message of hope because the old testament is full of
glimpses of your plan to redeem your people and restore them into

a relationship with you, but we are able to truly begin to see and un-
derstand just how great your love for us is when we read the story of
Jesus’ birth in scripture.

Help us to see that you are with us. Nothing is too difficult, too
messy, or too dirty for you. Jesus came to give us the gift of eternal
life through the salvation that only you, our Heavenly Father, can give
when we believe on your Son, repent of our sins, and confess Jesus as
our Lord and Savior.

That first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and laid in a manger. Thank you, Father, for your immea-
surable gift.

In Jesus’ precious name, we pray. Amen.

- Hope Bollinger
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" Advent Week 2

Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and light, many
of us are struggling with the heaviness of life—burdens that steal the
joy right out of our stockings. Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suf-
fer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be afraid!”

We need your peace, Jesus. We confess that our hearts are too often
filled with wonder of a different kind: wondering when the bills will
be paid, when the terror will stop, when rest will come. Will it ever?
Is the message still true? In a world where worry, not peace, prevails,
stir up that good news again.

This Advent, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed Your
joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Im-
manuel, the Word made flesh. We not only need Your peace and joy;
Lord, we crave it. You've promised rest for the weary, victory for the
battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken
hearted—not just at Advent, but every day of every year.

Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty God,”
“The Everlasting Father,” and “The Prince of Peace.” We know that
peace on earth can only come when hearts find peace with You. You
are still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the
manger. You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate
You as Lord—this Christmas and always.

- Edited from Rebecca Barlow Jordan’s “A Prayer for Peace & Joy at
Christmas”
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Advent Week 3

This third week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of
Jesus’ birth has the power to bring us great joy this Christmas season.
Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our life, in our world,
or the people that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give
or the gifts we find under the tree. No earthly thing can ever give

us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy that flooded the
hearts of the shepherds, the angels, the wise men, the hosts of heav-
en, and Mary and Joseph is the joy that still has the power to over-
whelm our hearts with rejoicing.

Father, you offer that same joy to us now if we know you and recog-
nize Jesus as our Savior and Lord. You gave us a reason to celebrate
when you gave us the unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ. You came to
dwell among us. You went to Calvary’s cross for us. You overcame
death and rose from the dead for us. You forgive our sins and give us
eternal life when we believe in you.

Our joy doesn’t come from our jobs, our family, our relationships, our
finances, or our success. Our joy doesn’t come from what we have on
earth or who we are with. Our joy is a gift. It is the gift that you gave
us that first Christmas in Jesus Christ. Our joy is encompassed in our
Savior, King Jesus. Flood our heart with joy this Advent season as we
reflect on the good news of Jesus’ birth.

In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen.

- Hope Bollinger
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Advent Week 4

Heavenly Father, the whole meaning of Christmas can be explained in
one little four-letter word...LOVE. You sent your gift of pure love to us
that first Christmas. Love descended from heaven to be born of a vir-
gin. Love lay in the scratchy hay of a manger in a meager barn in Beth-
lehem. All of your love, God, was robed in the delicate skin of a baby
and wrapped in swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent helps us
to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest in Jesus.
The greatest gift of all came that first Christmas. It wasn’t wrapped in
a beautiful package and set under a decorated tree. The greatest gift
came wrapped in the flesh of baby Jesus and laid in the rough wood
of a manger. Our perfect gift would later be rewrapped in the scars of
our sin and nailed to the rugged wood of a cross on Calvary, all be-
cause of love.

Father, this final week of Advent, fill our hearts and minds with the
significance of that truth. Thank you, Lord, for loving us enough to
send Jesus.

In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen.

- Hope Bollinger
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