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First Sunday of Advent
Hope-filled Readings and Prayers for 

Lighting
the Candle on November 27th

The first Sunday of Advent in 2022 will be Sunday, November 27th. After a 

tumultuous year, there is comfort to be found when we pause to read, pray, and 

reflect over the course of the Advent season in which believers eagerly anticipate 

the celebration of Christ’s birth.



Joyful Scriptures & Prayers for Advent 3

The first Sunday of Advent gives us the opportunity to center our thoughts on 

hope. It’s a beautiful chance to remember the hope God offers to our lost and 

dying world, and that He’s given us through Jesus.

Galatians 4:4-8 says:

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the 

law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he 

could adopt us as his very own children. And because we are his children, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 

Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his child, 

God has made you his heir.

Paul, the writer of Galatians, articulates so perfectly the great hope we celebrate 

at Christmas! Without God’s intervention, we were all slaves...bound up by our 

sin nature and hopelessly headed to the grave. Because of God’s great love for 

us, He came down and rescued humanity by sending his Son as a sacrifice for our 

sin—so we could be free from the chains of sin and become fully part of God’s 

glorious eternal family.

On this first Sunday of Advent, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ 

arrival as a gift to all humanity; let’s stir up in our hearts and homes a sense of 

anticipation. Over this Advent, we pray that hope would rise up in our spirits in a 

tangible and life-giving way.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/passage/?q=galatians+4:4-8
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First Sunday of Advent Symbolism and Wreath Candle
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” 

Advent in the 4th and 5th centuries was a time of preparation for the baptism of 

new Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare 

for the celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers.

Over time, advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally Christians 

used this term to reference Christ’s second coming, but by the Middle Ages, 

Advent was connected to Christ’s first coming that we celebrate at Christmas.

Today, we celebrate Advent over the four weeks leading up to Christmas each year. 

This year we begin advent on November 29th and end this season of prayerful 

anticipation on December 24th.

Advent season is an invitation to set your mind off of the stresses of the year. We 

can take our focus off of the crazy hustle that can be associated with the Christmas 

season that often threatens to produce more hassle than delight. Advent is a 

chance to focus our thoughts on the gift God has given us in his son Jesus who 

stepped down from Heaven and took the form of a man so that we might believe.

The tradition for the first Sunday of Advent includes lighting the candle of hope. 

This candle of hope symbolizes promises delivered through the prophets from 

God as well as the hope we have in Christ. God crafted a great rescue plan that he 
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lays out in Scripture. This plan foretells years in advance the arrival of Christ. The 

Bible also gives us a glimpse of the future and promises that God will come down 

to create a new heaven and Earth.

This first Sunday of Advent we read, pray, and reflect on the hope God’s plan gives 

us (foretold by the prophets and fulfilled by the life and death of Christ), and we 

meditate on the promise of Christ’s coming glory-filled return.

3 Suggested Scripture Readings for the First Sunday of 

Advent
Isaiah 64:1-5

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 

would quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 

causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the 

nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did 

not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages 

past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides 

you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways... 

Psalm 80:1-7

Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph’s descendants like a flock. 

O God, enthroned above the cherubim, display your radiant glory to Ephraim, 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+64:1-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+80:1-7
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Benjamin, and Manasseh. Show us your mighty power. Come to rescue us! Turn 

us again to yourself, O God. Make your face shine down upon us. Only then will 

we be saved. O LORD God of Heaven’s Armies, how long will you be angry with our 

prayers? You have fed us with sorrow and made us drink tears by the bucketful. 

You have made us the scorn of neighboring nations. Our enemies treat us as a 

joke. Turn us again to yourself, O God of Heaven’s Armies. Make your face shine 

down upon us. Only then will we be saved.

Psalm 80:17-19

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made 

strong for yourself. Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will 

call on your name. Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we 

may be saved.

A Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent
Father, let your hope arise in our hearts! Lift our eyes up to see that you alone are 

where our hope comes from. Help us to shake off the anxiety, discouragements, 

and distractions that have filled this year.  May we pause to remember that we 

have hope in you. You know the end of our stories, and we give thanks because 

you have promised that it will be a victorious ending. Give us the grace we need 

to wrap up this year joyfully.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+80:17-19
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We invite your Spirit into this beautiful Advent season. Renew our sense of holy 

anticipation! Let us be those who are waiting eagerly for Jesus to come again. 

More than anything, we ask that you be glorified in this season of expectation. 

Amen.

Other Recommended Readings of Hope for the 
First Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-2

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, for the LORD has anointed me to 

bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to 

proclaim that captives will be released and prisoners will be freed.

Isaiah 7:14

All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive 

a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God 

is with us’).

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The day will come, says the LORD, when I will do for Israel and Judah all the 

good things I have promised them. “In those days and at that time I will raise up 

a righteous descendant from King David’s line. He will do what is just and right 

throughout the land. In that day Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this will be its name: ‘The LORD Is Our Righteousness.’

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+61:1-2
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/7-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/jeremiah/passage/?q=jeremiah+33:14-16
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1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 

thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 

you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 

among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 

you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 

you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Mark 13:24-37

At that time, after the anguish of those days, the sun will be darkened, the moon 

will give no light, the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will 

be shaken. Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great 

power and glory. And he will send out his angels to gather his chosen ones from 

all over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. “Now learn 

a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, 

you know that summer is near. In the same way, when you see all these things 

taking place, you can know that his return is very near, right at the door. I tell 

you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene before all these things 

take place. Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/1-corinthians/passage/?q=1+corinthians+1:3-9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/mark/passage/?q=mark+13:24-37
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the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. And since you 

don’t know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! “The coming of the 

Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. When he 

left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they were to do, 

and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. You, too, must keep watch! For 

you don’t know when the master of the household will return—in the evening, at 

midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. Don’t let him find you sleeping when he 

arrives without warning. I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch for him!”

As you light your first advent candle, may God’s spirit transform the days leading 

up to Christmas into a time of holy anticipation—a time we joyfully await the 

chance to celebrate the arrival of our king.
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Second Sunday of Advent
Faith-Filled Readings and Prayers

for Lighting the Candle

The second Sunday of Advent in 2022 will be Sunday, December 4th. After a chaotic 

year, there is comfort to be found when we pause to read, pray, and reflect over 

the course of the Advent season...a time when believers eagerly anticipate the 

celebration of Christ’s birth.

The second Sunday of Advent gives us the opportunity to prepare our hearts in 

faithful waiting, celebrate the birth of Jesus, and ready ourselves for his second 
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coming.  It’s a beautiful chance to reflect on the ways prophecy has been fulfilled 

and to ponder what the future (promised to us through prophecies) will bring.

Psalm 46:10-11 says:

...Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth.” The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.”

This week, we pause to remember who God is and what He has done for us. When 

our lives are hurried, we only have the chance to focus on our to-do lists. Making 

space in our schedules for prayer and meditation helps us to better see God at 

work in our lives and in our world.

As we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Jesus’ arrival as a gift to all 

humanity, let’s stir up in our hearts and homes a sense of anticipation. May God’s 

spirit transform the days leading up to Christmas into a time of holy anticipation; 

preparing our hearts, as we faithfully await the chance to celebrate the arrival of 

our king.

Second Sunday of Advent Meaning and Symbolism
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” 

Advent in the 4th and 5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of 

new Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare 

for the celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+46:10-11
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Over time, advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally Christians 

used this term to reference Christ’s second coming, but by the Middle Ages, Advent 

was connected to Christ’s first coming that we celebrate at Christmas. Today, we 

celebrate Advent over the four weeks leading up to Christmas each year.

Advent season is an invitation to set your mind off the stresses of the year. We 

can take our focus off of the crazy hustle of the season and the sadness that could 

accompany the different ways some of us may be choosing to observe the holiday 

season this year. Even when things feel chaotic we can find peace in Jesus. Advent 

is a chance to focus our thoughts on the gift God has given us in his son Jesus who 

stepped down from heaven and took the form of a man so that we might believe.

The tradition for the second Sunday of Advent includes lighting the second purple 

candle that is a symbol of faith. This second Sunday of Advent we read, pray, and 

reflect on the hope God’s plan gives us (foretold by the prophets and fulfilled by 

the life and death of Christ), and we meditate on the promise of Christ’s coming 

glory-filled return.

Looking for Advent readings to celebrate this season with family and friends? 

Download our FREE 25 Advent Readings for Christmas to prepare your heart for 

the Nativity of Jesus Christ!
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3 Suggested Scripture Readings for the Second Sunday 

of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-5

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 

proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 

paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice 

of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in 

the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain 

and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For 

the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Isaiah 40:9-11

You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good 

news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to 

the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, 

and he rules with a mighty arm, See, his reward is with him, and his recompense 

accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his 

arms and carries them close to his heart;  he gently leads those that have young.

2 Peter 3:8-14

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+40:1-5
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+40:9-11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/2-peter/passage/?q=2+peter+3:8-14
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promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be 

destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since 

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 

ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed 

its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and 

the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking 

forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. So then, 

dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 

spotless, blameless, and at peace with him.

A Prayer for Faith on the Second Sunday of Advent
Father, prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth joyfully! We thank you for 

faithfully doing what you promised long ago when you sent your Son to earth so 

that we might have the chance to become part of your family. Let the promise of 

your second coming inspire us to live with hope and purpose.

As we wait for your plan to unfold, give us the patience we need. Remind us of the 

peace we can access when we take time to still ourselves before you and remember 

that you are God. We thank you that you are both sovereign and gracious. Help us 

to find rest in the midst of what feels like chaos in our world. Amen.
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Other Recommended Readings for the Second Sunday 

of Advent
Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way”—“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way 

for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” And so John the Baptist appeared in 

the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore 

clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 

powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:4

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling 

in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.

Psalm 72:18

Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.

As you light the second advent candle, may God’s spirit prepare your heart to 

receive Jesus as your king. May God’s grace abound in your life in this season of 

holy anticipation. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/mark/passage/?q=mark+1:1-8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/luke/3-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/72-18.html
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Third Sunday of Advent 

Joyful Readings and Prayers for Lighting 
the Candle

The third Sunday of Advent in 2022 will be on Sunday, December 11th. There is 

so much comfort to be found in the practice of pausing to read, pray, and reflect 

over the course of the Advent season in which believers eagerly anticipate the 

celebration of Christ’s birth. The third Sunday of Advent gives us the opportunity 

to prepare in our hearts a sense of holy anticipation for the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus as well as for his promised second coming. We can study the Scriptures 

as a reminder of the ways God has been faithful to us through the fulfillment of 

prophecy—and find hope in the promises of God that are laid out in his Word.
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The third Sunday of Advent we are invited to reflect on the joy we have access 

to because of our faith in Jesus. One of the defining characteristics of Christ-

followers is their joyful demeanor. Let’s not allow the struggles of this year steal 

from the great joy we have because of Jesus.

Philippians 4:4-5 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let 

your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.”

Over this Advent, would you pray that the joy of the Lord would be evident in your 

heart and home? May God’s spirit transform the days leading up to Christmas 

into a time of holy anticipation; preparing our hearts, as we joyfully await the 

chance to celebrate the arrival of our king.

Third Sunday of Advent Meaning and Symbolism.
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” 

Advent in the 4th and 5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of 

new Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare 

for the celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers.

Over time, advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally, Christians 

used this term to reference Christ’s second coming, but by the Middle Ages, Advent 

was connected to Christ’s first coming that we celebrate at Christmas.  Today, we 

celebrate Advent over the four weeks leading up to Christmas each year. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/philippians/passage/?q=philippians+4:4-5
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Advent season is an invitation to set your mind off the stresses of the year. We 

can take our focus off of the crazy hustle of the season and the sadness that could 

accompany the different ways some of us may be choosing to observe the holiday 

season this year. Even when things feel chaotic we can find peace in Jesus. Advent 

is a chance to focus our thoughts on the gift God has given us in his son Jesus who 

stepped down from heaven and took the form of a man so that we might believe.

The tradition for the third Sunday of Advent includes lighting a third sometimes 

pink candle that is a symbol of joy. This third Sunday of Advent we read, pray, and 

reflect on the joy that God’s plan gives us (foretold by the prophets and fulfilled by 

the life and death of Christ), and we meditate on the promise of Christ’s coming 

glory-filled return.

The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the 

Latin word for rejoice, and this Sunday is the time for us to rejoice because Jesus 

came and died so that we may live forever with him!

3 Suggested Scripture Readings for the Third Sunday of 

Advent
Isaiah 35:1-6

Even the wilderness and desert will be glad in those days.

The wasteland will rejoice and blossom with spring crocuses.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+35:1-6
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Yes, there will be an abundance of flowers and singing and joy!

The deserts will become as green as the mountains of Lebanon,

as lovely as Mount Carmel or the plain of Sharon.

There the Lord will display his glory, the splendor of our God.

With this news, strengthen those who have tired hands,

and encourage those who have weak knees.

Say to those with fearful hearts,

“Be strong, and do not fear, for your God is coming to destroy your enemies.

He is coming to save you.”

And when he comes, he will open the eyes of the blind and unplug the ears of the 

deaf.  The lame will leap like a deer, and those who cannot speak will sing for joy!

Springs will gush forth in the wilderness, and streams will water the wasteland.

Isaiah 35:10

Those who have been ransomed by the Lord will return. They will enter Jerusalem 

singing, crowned with everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and 

they will be filled with joy and gladness.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/35-10.html
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Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist, who was in prison, heard about all the things the Messiah was 

doing. So he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the Messiah we’ve been 

expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?”

Jesus told them, “Go back to John and tell him what you have heard and seen— the 

blind see, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor.” And he added, 

“God blesses those who do not fall away because of me.”

As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began talking about him to the crowds. 

“What kind of man did you go into the wilderness to see? Was he a weak reed, 

swayed by every breath of wind? Or were you expecting to see a man dressed in 

expensive clothes? No, people with expensive clothes live in palaces. Were you 

looking for a prophet? Yes, and he is more than a prophet. John is the man to 

whom the Scriptures refer when they say, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead 

of you, and he will prepare your way before you.’

I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the Baptist. 

Yet even the least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is!

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+11:2-11
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Prayers for Joy on the Third Sunday of Advent - A Personal 

Prayer for Joy

Psalm 51:12 says, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a 

willing spirit.” 

Lord, would you restore the joy of our salvation? Help us to be willing to follow 

you with all we have. As we read the Scriptures that remind us who you are and 

the ways you love us, ignite in us a sense of joy that overflows out of our hearts! 

Let this holy joy be contagious and spill over onto the lives of those around us. 

May your peace that surpasses all understanding be upon us...especially as we’re 

wrapping up a year that has felt very scary and uncertain. Encourage our hearts 

with the knowledge that with you we can live in your perfect peace, no matter our 

circumstances. We thank you for the joy and peace you give! Amen.

A Prayer for Joy in Our World
Luke 2:10-11 says, “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”

Lord, the good news of Jesus’ arrival brings such joy to our world! Reach those 

who are lost and searching with the message of hope that we have through the 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/51-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/luke/passage/?q=luke+2:10-11
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Messiah. God, allow your message of peace to bring comfort to our anxious world. 

As we all go about the holiday season, let the message of great joy pierce through 

all the noise and into people’s hearts. Amen.

Other Recommended Readings
Psalm 146:6-10

He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— he remains 

faithful forever.

He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD 

sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who 

are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous.

The LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD.

James 5:7-10

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer 

waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn 

and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+146:6-10
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/james/passage/?q=james+5:7-10
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is near. Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers and sisters, as an example of 

patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 

Lord.

As you light the third advent candle, may you be filled with a contagious joy that 

is a light to all those around you. When you meditate on Scripture this week by 

God’s grace let your mind be filled with the peace of God. What joy we have in the 

knowledge that we have access to an eternal hope through Jesus!
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
Peaceful Readings and Prayers for 

Lighting the Candle

The fourth and final Sunday of Advent in 2022 will be on Sunday, December 18th. 

Advent is the season in which believers eagerly anticipate the celebration of 

Christ’s birth. Reading, prayer, and reflection are ways we can cultivate a sense 

of holy anticipation this Advent. The fourth Sunday of Advent we meditate on 

the peace that Jesus brings our hearts and our world. Scripture is the place we 

can find the promises of God. Let us meditate on these truths and allow them to 

comfort our hearts this Advent season!



Joyful Scriptures & Prayers for Advent 25

2 Thessalonians 3:16 says, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at 

all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.”

This week we focus our hearts on the “Lord of peace” who came down from heaven 

in the form of a baby. God knows that we are in a constant battle against fear! 

Fear wants to cripple us, to push us to react rather than carefully respond, and 

fear steals our joy. God has given us the gift of peace so we can live joy-filled lives!

Over this Advent, would you pray that God’s unexplainable peace would be 

evident in your heart and home. This year we all have faced so much chaos and 

uncertainty. God’s peace is something we need to grab tightly onto more than 

ever. May God’s spirit transform the days leading up to Christmas into a time to 

joyfully await our King!

Fourth Sunday of Advent Meaning and Symbolism
The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” 

Advent in the 4th and 5th century was a time of preparation for the baptism of 

new Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare 

for the celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers.

Over time, advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally, Christians 

used this term to reference Christ’s second coming, but by the Middle Ages Advent 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/2-thessalonians/3-16.html
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was connected to Christ’s first coming that we celebrate at Christmas. Today, we 

celebrate Advent over the four Sundays leading up to Christmas each year. 

The Advent season is an invitation for us all to choose to set aside the fear and 

uncertainty that has defined 2020. It’s a chance to be intentional about taking 

our focus off of the hustle of the Christmas season. We can also give to God the 

sadness that many may be feeling as many of us will need to observe the holiday 

season differently this year. This fourth Advent Sunday we are reminded that 

Jesus offers us peace in every season and nothing is impossible with him!

The fourth candle of Advent is called the “Angel Candle” and symbolizes peace. 

This name comes from the fact that the angels announced that Jesus came to 

bring peace (Luke 2:14). This week we are reminded that Jesus came to bring 

peace to our hearts and to our world!

Two Suggested Scripture Reading for the Fourth Sunday 

of Advent
Isaiah 9:6

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Matthew 1:18-24

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/isaiah/9-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+1:18-24
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betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child 

through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 

unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his 

intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 

home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 

him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke, he did as the 

angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home.”

Prayers for Peace for the Fourth Sunday of Advent  - A 
Personal Prayer for Peace

Colossians 3:15 says, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 

of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.”

Lord, I invite your peace to rule my heart! As I end this year and reflect on your 

many gifts you have given me; let my heart be encouraged with the truth that you 

are a good God. I thank you for sending your Son to die for me. I thank you for 

the peace I have through you. May my words and actions be ones that glorify you. 

Amen.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/colossians/3-15.html
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A Prayer for Peace for Our World
Psalm 29:11 says, “The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his 

people with peace.”

Lord, would you bring your strength and peace to your people! Would your 

presence be felt by all who seek you in a powerful way in this Advent season. Turn 

the hearts of mankind towards you. We pray that the lost turn to you and find an 

unshakable peace that nothing else in this world can offer. Amen.

Other Recommended Readings
John 14:27

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

Psalm 80:1-7

“Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.

You who sit enthroned between the cherubim,

shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.

Awaken your might; come and save us. 

Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 

How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder against the prayers of your 

people? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink 

tears by the bowlful. You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, and 

our enemies mock us. Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that 

we may be saved.”

https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/29-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/john/14-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+80:1-7
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As you light the fourth advent candle may you be filled with a peace that surpasses 

your circumstances. We can give thanks to the Lord for canceling out fear and 

hopelessness with the sacrifice of his Son and promise of eternal life when we 

believe. Let’s rejoice this Christmas because we have an eternal hope in Jesus!
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