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I OBEDIENCE
TO JESUS

JESUSTS ...

If we want to emulate Jesus in our
friendships and find those types of
friends, we must know Him and what
His Word has to say on the subject.
Loving people was His ministry. His
mission showed and shared compassion
while serving others. Our Savior exuded
kindness, spoke truth (John 16:33), and
was utterly selfless (John 3:16).

JOHN 16:33

I have told you all this so that you
may have peace in me. Here on
earth you will have many trials and
sorrows. But take heart, because I
have overcome the world.

JOHN 3:16
For this is how God loved the

world: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes
in him will not perish but have
eternal life.



http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+16:33
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+3:16
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http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+peter+4%3a8-10
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=proverbs+17:17
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http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=proverbs+27:17

3 INVEST IN YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS.

So, it begs the question: Is all this work worth it?
I can truly understand that sentiment, especially
in a season of unending, demanding, and
unceasing stress due to raising a family, tending
to an elderly parent, and juggling a career. It
sometimes seems like a stretch of the imagination
to even create space for another relationship that
1s just going to need more energy and effort.

But, in these precious relationships, the bottom
line 1s that you will reap what you sow. If you cast
out seeds, while striving to be the kind of friend
you want, in God’s perfect timing, you will begin
to see something truly special blossom and bloom.


https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/meaning-of-you-reap-what-you-sow.html
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http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=ecclesiastes+3:1

LEAN INTO
DISCIPLESHIP AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

“YOURWORDISALAMPTO
GUIDE MY FEET AND A LIGHT
FORMY PATH.” - PSALM 119: 105

Christ-centered friendships are about
having a gospel-centered mentality.
The heart behind these friendships
allows us to use God’s Word as our
guide (Psalm 119:105). We realize that
Jesus 1s our best friend, and we are all
ultimately His disciples. How neat 1s
that? And because Jesus loved His
disciples, 1t welcomed in a new kind of
love, a “friendship love.”

This kind of friendship love, also
known as phileo love or brotherly
love, 1s referred to in the New
Testament (John 16:27) and shares
how our connection with Jesus
draws us closer to the Father.
When we humbly submit and
follow Christ, together, we seek
accountability that enables us to
grow and become more and more
like Him. This phileo love is vital
to our relationship with Christ as
1t holds us accountable, for every
choice, action, deed, or word. Our
tellow disciple friends can help us
when we veer off track or get lost
in the pit of our sins (Galatians
6:1-2). Then lovingly guide us
back to Christ in the process
(Matthew 18:15-17).
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https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-the-gospel-the-good-news-of-the-new-testament.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+119:105
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible-verses-about-friendship-29
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+16:27
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https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
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http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+12%3a12-16
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