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Contention. It’s all around us in this world. We can define contention as fighting, grap-
pling, and warring. Wars have continually raged on the earth, almost since the beginning 
of time, even when they are called “cold wars,” as with the escalated tension between 
the U.S. and Russia in the twentieth century. Humans, we know, contend for land, power, 
wealth, and influence.

But what does the Bible mean when it tells us in Jude 3 to contend for the faith? Are we 
supposed to fight our way through the people who oppose the Gospel message we pro-
claim? Do we make our stand with fists raised, ready to physically and verbally combat 
anyone who disagrees with us? 

As we study what Jude means when he says, “contend for the faith,” we will examine the 
whole counsel of God and be excellent Bible students by following the admonition to 
maintain the truth that Scripture interprets Scripture. 

Throughout the next four weeks, we will spend our five weekdays learning what Jude 
means, and how we are to contend for the faith. Parts of the text of Jude are disputed as 
to their meaning, but we will focus on the big picture in our study — that is, how each part 
of the book teaches us to contend for the faith.

First, let’s pray.

Father God, Your Word is our light and life — both Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior and 
Your Scriptures. Help us as we seek to divide Your Word rightly, understand, gain wisdom, 
and grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For it’s in His name we pray. 
Amen

Introduction to Jude



Week One: Understanding the Text

Monday
Read the book of Jude (it’s an easy-to-find, 
wee but powerful book just before Reve-
lation).

Tuesday
Read through Jude again and list your ob-
servations about the text. Don’t try to in-
terpret anything or cross-reference; just 
read and make notes (e.g., Jude calls him-
self a servant of Christ). Your list can get 
very long, but trust the Lord to funnel it all 
into very concise lessons.

Wednesday
Read through Jude again. This time, write 
any questions you have about the text re-
garding contending for the faith (e.g., why 
does Jude tell the church they need to 
contend?).

Thursday
Read through Jude again and do some ex-
ploring through Scripture using excellent 
hermeneutical skills. Look at the context 
of the book in three ways: 

1. The literary context (what genre is the 
book of Jude?)

2. The historical context (what was trans-
piring in the world and in the church at 
the time Jude wrote the letter?)

3. The Christological context (The Bible’s 
whole message and how it all points to 
Jesus Christ).

Involved in this part of the study is the 
revelation of which themes, words, and 
phrases Jude centers upon.

Friday
Read through Jude once again. By now the 
flow and message should be very familiar 
to you. You may even have more observa-
tions and questions.



Week Two: Godly Contenders vs. Contentious
Contenders  
Jude 1-7

Monday
Read Jude 1.

As Jesus’ youngest brother and as a believ-
er, Jude knows he serves Christ. Ponder 
how Jude refers to Christians: 
• We are called (Acts 15:17; Romans 1:6-

7, 8:28).
• We are beloved in God (Ephesians 5:1).
• We are kept for Jesus Christ — kept for 

Him and by Him (John 17:2, 9-11; He-
brews 13:5).

These are three truths the world cannot 
fathom nor remove from us (John 10:28-
29).

Find other passages where the Bible says 
we are called, beloved, and kept for Christ.

Tuesday
Read Jude 2.

Jude’s prayer for Christians is that mercy, 
peace, and love be multiplied to us. Define 
each.

Write why you believe Jude began his 
letter to the Christians (both Jewish and 
Gentile believers) with these affirmations. 
What have mercy, peace, and love to do 
with contending for the faith?

Wednesday
Read Jude 3.

Jude’s plan to write a letter regarding his 
and the recipients’ “common salvation,” 
was thwarted by a problem which caused 
him to add to that purpose. Verse 3 gives 
us Jude’s main directive: “contend for the 
faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints.”

What does Jude mean by:
• Contend for the faith?
• Common salvation?
• Once for all delivered?
• Saints?

Thursday
Verse 4 tells us what happened to the 
church Jude addressed. “Creepers” de-
notes stealth and wickedness. How were 
they able to come in unnoticed? (Look to 
your contextual study for the answer to 
this.)

Jude says these infiltrators were:
1. “Long ago designated for this condem-

nation.”
2. “Ungodly people.”
3. People who “pervert God’s grace into 

sensuality.”
4. People who “deny our only Master and 

Lord, Jesus Christ.”



Friday
Verses 5-7 are a narration of the actions of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ.

Verse 5 reiterates Jesus led the Jewish na-
tion out of Egypt as in the pillar of fire and 
cloud (Exodus 13:20-21; 14;19; Deuteron-
omy 5:6; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4) and then, 
“afterward destroyed those who did not 
believe.” We, as Christians are being led by 
Christ on an exodus through and eventu-
ally out of this world. He leads; we cleave, 
and He will destroy the unbelievers toward 
their final end (see verse 7).

Jude goes on to mention even angels who 
disobeyed their proper places (“position 

of authority”) are set for eternal judgment 
(v. 6).

Sodom and Gomorrah too are mentioned 
as an example of people who, by indulging 
in “sexual immorality and pursued unnat-
ural desire,” undergo eternal punishment 
by fire. 

God metes out perfect justice.

God’s Word is His truth, and His truth su-
persedes the lies of the evil ones. 

How will you counteract the lies and share 
His truth to others using this passage? (See 
Acts 20:26-27, 29-30, Acts 5:29.) 



Week Three: Judgement
Jude 8-16

Monday
Jude continues to educate his readers 
about the character and behaviors of 
the unbelievers — those who are against 
Christ (Matthew 12:30). For us as it was for 
the first-century Christians, unbelievers 
are not disagreeing with us so much that 
they are disagreeing with Christ. Jude con-
tinues with their traits.

They:
1. Rely on their dreams
2. Defile the flesh
3. Reject authority
4. Blaspheme the glorious ones

What (or who) controls their dreams?
What did they do to defile their flesh?
Whose authority did they reject? (See Mat-
thew 9:6; 10:1; 21:24-27; Romans 13:1; Ti-
tus 2:15)

Who are the glorious ones, and how might 
they (or their beliefs) have been blas-
phemed?

Tuesday
Continuing with the theme of blasphem-
ing, what is the meaning of the word? Why 
did Jude follow verse 8 with a look at the 
Archangel Michael not blaspheming when 

he rebuked the devil? What did Michael 
do? (There’s a huge lesson for us here).

Wednesday
Jude exacts a chilling indictment on the 
unbelievers he’s been describing (verse 
10). “They blaspheme all that they do not 
understand.” Isn’t that what happens with 
unbelievers who confront us about our 
faith? The natural person does not un-
derstand spiritual matters (1 Corinthians 
2:14), therefore their attack will take un-
warranted and twisted avenues to strike 
believers.

What is the meaning of verse 10b? See 
Romans 1:18-32 for insight into what Jude 
means in this verse.

Thursday
Verse 12 gives us more results from the 
beliefs and actions of ungodly people:
1. They hide their true selves and fearless-

ly take part in “love feasts” without be-
lieving in Jesus Christ. These probably 
refer to the fellowship meal partaken 
before communion.

2. They are “waterless clouds,” meaning 
they provide no spiritual sustenance to 
others as they drift from one lie to an-
other.



3. Fruitless trees which have no spiritual 
fruit.

4. Wild waves of the sea, no course or sol-
id foundation.

5. Wandering stars (influencers who do 
great harm to the kingdom of God).

For these people, God has reserved “the 
gloom of utter darkness forever.” (Italics 
added)

Where does the Bible give more informa-
tion about the utter darkness?

Friday
The Lord will execute judgment on the un-
godly, and He “will come with ten thou-
sands of His holy ones.” Where in Scrip-
ture are references to ten thousands (or 
ten thousand times ten thousand, two 
hundred million, etc.)? Who are “His holy 
ones?”

What exactly will the Lord do to the un-
godly?



Week 4: The Perseverance of the Saints
Jude 17-25

Monday
Jude tells us to remember what the Apos-
tles predicted of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Look up the cross references for verse 18 
to see what was predicted.

What does verse 19 say about these peo-
ple?

Tuesday
We might say, “Ahh, finally, Jude tells us 
what we are supposed to do.” But hasn’t 
the Bible told us throughout itself who and 
what we are to be? Look again at verse 2. 
Does anyone but a Christian understand 
and reflect the Lord’s mercy, peace, and 
love? It’s a key because we need all three 
to contend for our faith.

Sincere and sure in our faith, we are to be 
diligent students and followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His Spirit will guide us into all 
truth as we look into the Scriptures.

That is what Jude means when he says, 
“build yourselves up in your most holy 
faith.” What does holy mean and how is 
it related to our faith (look again at verse 
3). Jude also tells us to pray in the Spirit 
(as opposed to worldly people (unbeliev-
ers), who are devoid of the Spirit (as seen 

in verse 19). Where else does God’s Word 
tell us to pray in the Spirit?

Wednesday
Jude says in verse 21 to keep ourselves in 
the love of God. How does a Christian do 
that? He also tells us to wait for the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s mercy — His mercy that leads 
to eternal life. What does mercy mean and 
how does it relate to what Christ has done 
for us? Remember, we’re kept in Christ and 
mercy keeps us from something. 

We are to be merciful to doubters as Christ 
is merciful to us. Doubting is not unbelief. 
Have you ever doubted? What brought you 
back to solid footing? Did another believer 
pray for you and encourage you through 
the Word?

But contending for the faith means inter-
acting with unbelievers, and Jude gives us 
wise counsel.

What does Jude mean by the fire? 

What does it mean to fear as you show 
mercy?



Jude says to hate even a garment stained 
by the flesh. He means be careful when we 
aid another who has been influenced and/
or practices worldly ways, lest we get en-
tangled in their sin (2 Timothy 2:4). 

Thursday
Jude’s doxology is a beautiful worship 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We 
cannot do anything holy apart from Him 
and only He is able to keep us from stum-
bling. He is the One who will present us 
as blameless in His presence and through 
Him before our great God and Father. And 
with great joy! To Christ be all glory, maj-
esty, dominion, and authority “before all 
time and now and forever” (Jude 25).

How can we glorify Christ this day when 
we speak to unbelievers?

Friday
What a study of contending for the faith! It 
involves strapping on our full armor every 
day — armor won for us by the Lord Christ 
(Ephesians 6:10-20). Every day we know 

who we are in Christ and the Bible gives us 
instructions on how to live out our faith. 
Look up some passages with instructions 
(The epistles are full of them, e.g. 1 Tim-
othy 6:11-12). If we keep alert and know 
the Scriptures, creepers will not be able 
to infiltrate our fellowship and attempt to 
besmirch (or blaspheme) the saints or our 
Lord.

As you study and thank God for life in His 
name, reflect on what happens to unbe-
lievers. Those who die unkept by Christ 
(apart from him because of unbelief) will 
be forever in the “gloom of utter dark-
ness.” Jude has described their demise; 
we know their end, and that truth should 
give us chills and also drive us to fervent 
prayers for the unsaved. 

What is this place of utter darkness? Hell. 
Unbelievers will be in hell with bodies kept 
for God’s wrath.

Believers, however, will enter eternity in 
joy with glorified bodies; we will be in the 
presence of the Lord forever. 



Contending for the faith is a daily exercise, and it’s a lot of work. But the benefits are eter-
nal – both for us and those the Lord brings into our pathway! 

Father, bless the student of Your Word with growth in Jesus’ name. May they glorify You 
with how they contend for the faith won by our Lord Jesus on the cross. Thank You for 
saving us for our good and for Your glory. For it’s in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

For further study, read 2 Peter to see the similarities between it and Jude. Doing this will 
bring even greater insight into Jude’s short but powerful book.
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